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Common Name:  Itchgrass 
Scientific Name:  Rottboellia cochinchinensis (Lour.) W.D. Clayton
Family: Poaceae
Synonyms:  Aegilops exaltata L., Manisuris exaltata (L.) Kuntze, and Rottboellia exaltata (L.) L. f
Description:  A profusely tillering, erect annual grass that grows up to 12’ tall, and has brace roots near the base of the plant.  Stems and leaves covered with stiff, irritating hairs.  Leaf blades 6-18” long, 0.2-0.8” wide, and flat.  Inflorescence a jointed, cylindrical spike  let, 1-6” long.  Seed production starts about 6-7 weeks after emergence and continues throughout the growing season.  

Habitat:  Itchgrass occurs in agricultural areas, range and grasslands, along roadsides, and other open, well-drained sites around the world.  It has a wide tolerance for shade, and can survive in habitats with full sun to full shade of thickets and forests.
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Native Range:  Old world tropics; now widespread throughout the tropics around the world.

Pathways of Introduction and Spread:  Itchgrass was introduced and spread in the U.S. as a crop seed contaminant.  It is also spread on soil contaminated equipment, machinery, and vehicles. 

U.S. and Canada Distribution: 

Ecological and Economic Impacts:  Itchgrass invades agricultural fields and other disturbed areas.  It is considered to be one of the worst invaders of sugarcane in the world – causing losses of 20-70% in some places.  It is also a serious problem in corn, cotton, peanut, upland rice, and other crops in tropical regions of the world.  The plant is also unpalatable to livestock, and the hairs on the stems and leaves can cause severe skin irrigation. 


Mechanical Control:  Itchgrass is controlled in East Africa by a combination of cultivation followed by fallowing for at least two years.  A controlled burn is first conducted to destroy the seeds on the surface of the soil.  Next, it is plowed to stimulate the germination of the seeds near the surface of the soil.  Once seeds germinate, deep plowing is done to bury the seedlings.  After this, the land is left fallow until the buried seeds die and the land is considered free from the weed. 

Chemical Control:  A number of soil applied herbicides have been found to be effective in control of itchgrass.  These include trifluralin (Treflan and others) and pendamethalin (Prowl and others) in soybean and sugarcane.  Pendamethalin has also been effective for controlling the weed in corn, although seed production may occur in later emerging plants.
Regulatory Status:  Itchgrass is listed as a U.S. Federal Noxious Weed.  It is regulated as a state noxious weed in Alabama, Arkansas, California, Florida, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oregon, South Carolina,  Texas, and Vermont.

Online Resources:  


Itchgrass Images - U-GA Bugwood Image Gallery.
URL: http://www.invasive.org/species/subject.cfm?sub=4568 

Itchgrass Profile - USDA Plants Database.
URL: http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ROCO6 

Itchgrass Profile – ISSG Global Invasive Species Database.
URL: http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=772&fr=1&sts=&lang=EN
