
BPD in Urban Forest Restoration: 
Red Mountain Park



A signature urban Park, minutes 
from downtown Birmingham









Disturbance Regimes





Integrated Restoration
 “The use of native plants and re-establishment of 

ecological processes can regenerate a sense of 
regional identity, even in dense cities”
(Hough, 1990)

 “Restoring urban forests offers an opportunity to 
get the public involved in healing, managing, and 
understanding local ecosystems”
(Miller 2002, Jordan and Light 2003)



Big Picture



RMP Forest 
Management

 Prevent entry/spread

 Map/monitor invasive 
priority zones

 Eradicate, control or 
contain, monitor 
results

 Rehabilitate, restore or 
reclaim treated lands
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Ensuring Forest Sustainability

 Grove Replanting

 Local genetics

 “Eco-stratification”

 Pollinator habitat
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Our Role, Together

 Educational opportunity – Universities, Public

 Research Forest – regulation-free, USFS, AFC   

 Individual/Business involvement – “sow the 
seeds of ownership”

 Community Engagement



Red Mountain Park is:

• A 1,500 acre green space

• 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

• NOT reliant on city, county, state or 
federal  funding

• Reliant on the generosity of community 
investors

• Generating operations income via 
Programs and Adventure Area revenue

• Debt-free and on track to become 
financially self-sustaining by 2018

Downtown Birmingham



QUESTIONS?
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