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Chinese parasoltree
(Firmiana simplex)

Category 2



… how it came to be called parasol tree



Photos: Nancy Loewenstein, Auburn University

Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) Category 2



fall color – yellow leaves, red fruit 

Oriental bittersweet 

plants are usually dioecious … separate 
male and female plants 



trifoliate orange (Citrus trifoliata

syn. Poncirus trifoliata)

Stephen Enloe, Auburn University

Category 2

white flowers with five petals

Flattened green 
stems with

wicked thorns

dense growth

fruit … small oranges 
with big seeds

trifoliate leaves



pampas grass
(Cortaderia selloana)

Category 2



Japanese chaff flower (Achyranthes japonica) Watch list A

Photos: Chris Evans, www.bugwood.org 

Leaves opposite with 
entire margins

blooms late 
summer 
through early 
fall

fruit

seed dispersal!

flowers –
no petals



http://www.southeasternflora.com 

tropical bush mint (Hyptis mutabilis) Watch list A

Fred Nation

Nancy Loewenstein

Nancy Loewenstein

leaves opposite, serrate margin, 
unpleasant odor when crushed

mint family – stems square

clusters 
of small 
flowers



Japanese knotweed (Reynoutria japonica)

(syn. Polygonum cuspidatum; Fallopia japonica)

Nancy Loewenstein, Auburn University

Watch list A

Jil Swearingen, www.bugwood.org

Leslie Mehrhoff, www.bugwood.orgdistinctive leaf shape, white flowers, winged seeds, hollow stems 



garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata)

Leslie Mehrhoff; www.bugwood.org

Watch list B

cool season biennial  … garlic odor when crushed

basal rosette the first 
year …leaves kidney 
shaped with coarsely 
toothed margins. 



garlic mustard

photos: www.bugwood.org

Second year … stems elongate and flowers 
are produced.  Leaves more triangular. flowers - 4 white petals

fruit – narrow green 
pods, turn tan then 
explode, dispersing 
seed



Chinese elm, lacebark elm (Ulmus parvifolia)

Nancy Loewenstein, Auburn University

www.carolinanature.com

Watch list B

Franklin Bonner, USFS, www.bugwood.org

distinctive bark

flowers and 
fruits in the 

fall

serrate margin, 
base may be 

slightly unequal

no corky ridges on 
stems



winged elm (Ulmus alata)

Chinese elm

doubly serrate margin

singly serrate margin

Photos: Nancy Loewenstein, Auburn University



fig buttercup, lesser celandine 
(Ficaria verna)

Wildland Weeds - Spring 2014

leaves are dark shiny green, kidney- to heart-shaped, 
rubbery

Showy flowers, typically 
eight petals



fig buttercup

Plants form dense infestations 
and then die back after flowering

(short life cycle).

tubers 
and 

bulbils* 
produce 

new 
plants

* not all subspecies produce bulbilsphotos: www.bugwood.org



Chinese holly (Ilex cornuta)

Nancy Loewenstein, Auburn University

Nancy Loewenstein, Auburn University

“horns”

glossy, leathery, evergreen leaves … terminal spine points 
down, next two point up like horns (scientific name ‘cornuta’
means horn)

There are many 
cultivars … spines 

are lacking in 
some.



We need your help!!

Please report sightings of 
“species on the horizon”

!! 



http://www.eddmaps.org



http://apps.bugwood.org/

