Cogongrass is a Federally and AL, GA,
FL, MS, & NC
Listed Noxious Weed
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Leaves
1/2 - 1 inch wide
1 - 6 feet long

Flower/seedhead
2 - 8 inch long

March to June

/Overlapping

leaf sheaths

New plants arise from
sharp-tipped rhizomes

Stem not apparent
Leaves arise near base
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April — May Flowering and Seeding




Alabama Cogongrass Winter - A time for aerial surveys




Alabama Cogongrass Fall-A time for aerial surveys
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It All Goes Up and Backfire in Cured
Away Cogongrass
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Headfire in Cured
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Other Introductions
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Cogongrass 2007
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Cogongrass Infestations by County in the Southeast U.S.
As reported to State Authorities by May 2010

All known infestations in South Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee are under treatment

Map produced by the Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health
University of Georgia in Cooperation with States

# of infestations
reported as of May 2010
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Cogongrass ..
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Cogongrass Detection in Georgia
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Multiple Partners
and Stakeholder
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* Evolving New Social Skills of
Individuals Collaborating across old
boundaries




Identification

Cogongrass .| &

Imperata cylindrica " DY

Distribution Proceedings

Cogongrass Infested States

Click on State to find State Resources

Georgia County Road Crews
Training Resources

Alabama Cogongrass Aerial
Photographs

Information and
resources for
Georgia Extension
agents to conduct
a short
informational
training program for their
county road crews, More

The Cultivar 'Red Baron’?

The *Red Baron’
cultivar of fmperata
cylindrica has

et I open fields and

. i i .+ forests cogongrass
L initially forms
ﬂ circular infestations
7 s e . that appearlight
s Jresn in summer
and light brown in winter as can
be viewed in these ohlique
aerial photographs, In later
stages of invasian, circular
infestations can merge and
linear infestations can form
along highways, fences, and
around water bodies, Maore
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Field Guide tathe
 Identification of
Cogongrass

With comparisons to other

commonly found grass species in

. 2-USDA Eé‘iést sawlc

I

5,000 copies

r" ‘ ALARANGA
ll.l.ll.l.ir

$600

AAM AND AUBUEN UNIVERSITIES

s M | Stop Cogongrass
sumw | Hitchhikers

ANR-1321

congras Cimeraer opfimdrica) continues it rapid
spread g Alzbama and ghe Southens, redecing

foer producinvity, destroving wildife tabitat, and dfecting

rightz-of-way. Thix aggresshe weed b spreading quickly
by bchhiking o the staie, attschest b skidders, mad

graders, mowers, food piot equipment, and othes e mid

miad mariermce sqEEment

Heldp slow the spread of cogongrass by following
thiese three steps:
Slep - Leam o ket copongras.
Slep 2 Avoid mogongms
Step % Cean vehides, scquipment, @d dothing
after operating in nfeted areas.

Step 1: Learn to klentify cogongrass.

*  Leaves - %o 1 inchwide, 110 6 feet tll; edge of
leaves & mugh bke sandpaper; ofim yelowish-green
with whitish midsl: that i generally aff-cenies,
epecially neas the base of the leaves; legves broem
after a frecae
Flowess - 2 i 8 nchess in length, sihvery white, seeds
e sihvery while, light and Aulfy, will How off ke
tandedion seevs; hilooms in spring or ey smmmer o
alter a disurbance
Plant base - no: apparent siem s lesves appear o
s dltrectly from the ground; plants e moee spread
out than dumped

Rhirome/roots - dense mat of Bght-colored thitromes
(underground stems? that are covered in laky soles;
strongly segmented and wih shamp points

= ‘Whole plant - planis grow in demee, offen droular,
palches

Strp 2 Avoid cogongrass.
Cogongrass bs geead by both windbown seeds
single plant can produce 3,000 seeds) and
urkerground branching fteomes. Pach chisomne, or
fragment af thizoms, can san 2 new plat Seeds or
pleces of diames moved (0 new areas in soll, bay,
or sod, o on equipment @n easlly sprout and sar
rew Infestatkoe




* Cbgongrass
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$750
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Key Identification Features:

Leaves
12 - 1 inch wide
| - 6 feet long

Flower/seedhead
2 - 8 inch long
March to June

l]mtrl.lppmg
leal sheaths

1P

New plants arise from
sharp-tipped rhizomes

Stem not apparent
Leaves arise near base




_* Invasive Plant Responses

to Silvicultural Practices
The Unneni h{

2’800 COpieS o Googs in the South
$ 4984

2006013 C.W. Evans, D J. Masthesd, C. T. Bargeron and

G. K Douce

Diecemlaer 2006

Through ACES 3500
copies
1,400 to $2,400
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Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services
Division of Forestry

Forest Management

Charles H. Bronson, Commissioner - James R. Karels, Director

Forestry HOME = Forest Health = Invasive MNon-native Plants

Department Home

Beware of Cogon Grass

Forestry Home

sz Us: Eaiasty F:Dg':'ﬁ grass (Imgerata '35"'“"'”'-""”95':' 15an Cogon arass Treatment Pilot Cost-Share
invasive, non-native grass which ocours in Prograrm: Sign up period ended
Forest Management Florida and several other southeastern Septernber 1, 2009,
states, A pestin 73 countries, and considered
= STATE FORESTS fo be ane of the "Top 10 Warst Weeds in the Cogongrass- Why Should | Care? (pdf)
» FOREST HEALTH World", cogon grass affects pine produckivity Cogongrass: One ScaryWeed (pdf. article
and survival, wildlife habitat, recreation, first appeared in Florida Forests Magazine
DRSS W EIE0EN native plants, fire behavior, site management " ’ !
« FORESTRY ASSISTANCE costs and more. Invasive Grass Gabhbles Up Acteade Ih

Florida (cogon grass article- DACS)
= ACQLUISITION PROGRAMS

Invasive Species [dentification and Control
Wildland Fire Guides

Seryices \We Provide

County Foresters

Identifying Cogon Grass
Field Operations
State Forest Recreation
Tre Wizsther How to Recognize Cogon Grass

Training and Education

Calendar of Events

Publications

Employment: Forestry

Forestry Site Map

Contact Lis




To report an infestation or for more information, please contact your local
South Carolina Forestry Commission Office or Clemson Extension Office.




[-10 Corridor Billboard in Florida

www.fl-dof.com

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
CHARLES H BRONSON, Commissioner




Cogongrass - Why Should I Care?

Coponerass (Imperata cylindrica) is recognized as one of the world's worst weeds. This
non-native grass is widely dismibuted in Florida and the Southesstern U5, It is a serions
threat to public and private forests, agriculnura] lands, snd natural areas.

Highly Aggressive

Cogongrass is aggressive and invasive. It spreads by means of airborne seeds and very
efficient underzround rhizomes. It takes advantape of sites distarbed in azricultaral,
sitvionliural, logzing and constaction activities. It is a master at “Telocating” via contaminated
logzing, forestry, and road constmoction ' maintensnce equipment. COnce established cogongrass
is extremely difficalt to control. Eradication may require 3-5 vears of dilizent and costly
herbicide treatments.

If You Have Cogongrass

It will spread and yoer siteation will worses

It will decreass native plant bindtversity and wildhifs habitt quality

It will inczeass your fre hazard and associated damages

It will ipact your meighborn” proparty

It will paks pine regsnsartion nearly impossible

It will decreass your land management options

Ths ar vou dalay treatmant, the more axpemive treatmant will ba

It wiJllﬁl.fwn-rﬂwnth of your rual sutat Cogongrass fire
It v not palatable 25 2 restock forage

Cogomgrass i recognized as a state amd federal nexions weed, and is repuluied. It is ilegal to sell hay or
sod from cogongrass-infested Salds. Hmnanmmmmefﬂmpn in any ﬁshl‘ll‘l.:llill.‘lll

Add.muualu.l'urnlm md.phmat T 0 ) forwst_mangs i FAA

For reatment e b amts. ifas. ufl.edu parks'comon s':-J:Im]

For azsistance visi hm_ﬂu.d,mﬂ;m orcontact your local Comty Forester or Extenzion Agent
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Rhizomes Leqfblade  Seed head

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
CHARLES H. BRONSON, Commissioner

DIVISION OF FORESTEY
James B Karels, Director

P Y FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE SERIES

i TIMELY INFORMATION

SYETEM

wrsees AAgriculture & INatural Resources

COGONGERASS: FLOWERING AND SPRING CONTROL OFTIONS

What is the issme?

Cogongrass, one of the most simnificant invasive weeds in Alabama, will soon be flowering.
This is important for o reasens. First, cogongrass i most noticeabls when in bloom due to the
fluffy white flowers and seed heads. With as many as 200 flower heads per squars metsr na
dense infestation. i can put on quite a display and is easy o spot - especially along roads, forest
edees and in pastures.  Second, to prevent seed production and dispersal, cogonsTass shoald be
treated after zreen-up but before fowenng is complated

What does cozomerass look like in the spring just before and durin= press-op?

Undistarbed patches have dense. dead swards of brown to @n colored leaves, with some sl
upright and others fallen gwer. The leaf width (up to 1 inch) and length (typically from 2-4 feef)
combined with the stemless appearance and distinctve tan color make it stand out among other
darmant grasses. Updn green-up, Dewly emerging sreen keaves will be mived in with the dead
leaves. The offset whitish midvemn characteristic of matare leaves may oot be as readily apparent
in the young leawes, bat the leaf margins are finely semated. Additiopally, dense patches of new
growth ars often lime gresn in color. If you are unsure, diz up the roots to check for the presence
of the stiff. sharp- pointed rhizomes. An excellent identification guide with many pictares
created by the Bugwood Network and USDA Forest Service is available online at:

hitp:/ ‘www . cogongrass org/cogongrassid pdf. The pdf file is 183 megabnytes.

What do the flowers look like and bow lonz do they bast?

Cogongrass flower heads are cylindrical in shape, from two to eight inches long and 0.5 o 1 inch
wids. The fower head iz made up of several hundred tiny florets, each with the potental to
produce asesd. When first opened, the flower is light-purple or tan m coler but within a week
or two becomes bright white and finffy. This is because, similar to dandelion seeds, cogongrass
seeds are equipped with silky white hairs that 2id in wind dispersal When mane, the seeds are
eazily hlown from the stalk. From start to finish, the period of flowering to seed production
generally lasts fom 4-6 weeks. Eloom tims varies m the s@te with southem populations
blooming as early a5 February ar March and northern populatons blooming as late as June.
Plants will occasionally bloom at other fimes of the year as well, after mowing, fire, herbicide
applications, or ether distorbances.

Can yon fell me more abont viable seed produoction?

Sead production is varable and dependent on cross pollination with ather clones. In south
Alabama where cogonerass is well established, seed production was found to be elatively high
at some sites (irp to 375 of florets produced seed) bt low at others (zero to 1-2% of the florets
produced seed). Further north, where infestations are more scartered, se=d viability was
consistentdy low (zaro or <1-1%:). Because cogonzrass seed parmination tends to be very high
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Tl alalmisn Supratir Finmas s e nb dead jrogais, subrads el raad caratiadn raglo rami
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