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For 30 years ~

The Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants (CAIP) 
has been assembling and disseminating educational 

resources about aquatic and invasive plantsresources about aquatic and invasive plants.

http://plants ifas ufl eduhttp://plants.ifas.ufl.edu
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Photomurals with ‘Teaching Points’
• Native Freshwater Plants (Part 1 and 2)

• Invasive Non-Native Plants (Part 1 and 2)
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General outreach only goes so far…General outreach only goes so far…
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Florida  Invasive Plant Education Initiative

An education outreach program 
and curricula about native non-and curricula about native, non
native and especially invasive 
plants for use by science teachers 

d th di i li (land other disciplines (language 
arts, social studies)
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Goals 
 Capture the attention of educators, students 
(maybe even their parents) and raise awareness;( y p ) ;

 Inform teachers and students of challenges  
and costs associated with invasive plantand costs associated with invasive plant 
management in Florida and around the world;

 P id f l i f ti h th h l Provide useful information on how they can help;

 Gain a greater acceptance of plant management.g p p g
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Year 1 & 2  Introduced the subject of invasive j
plants to teachers at the Florida Association of 
Science Teachers conference & other venues
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Year 1 & 2

Conducted workshops to
find out what they wanted 

and needed to teach 
this subject
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Top Requests from Teachers

 Website for easy access to materials

 PowerPoint™ lessons (with bells & whistles) PowerPoint  lessons (with bells & whistles)

 Supporting materials 

 S hi St t St d d Sunshine State Standards

 Hands-on materials

 Continued support

 Workshops to enhance background knowledge
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Website forWebsite for 
easy access,
using formats 
th lt fthey can alter for 
their needs.
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 Top request: PowerPoint™ Presentations
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 Provide Lots of Supporting Materials
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 Supporting Materials
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 Supporting Materials
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 Supporting Materials

We would like to collaborate 
with EDDMapS here.
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 Adapt pre-existing materials
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 All lessons correlate to Sunshine State Standards All lessons correlate to Sunshine State Standards
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Provide lots of materials for hands-on 
ti iti i th lactivities in the classroom

Artificial plant kits, Freshwater Plant BINGO!, puzzles, etc.
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 Maintain communication for additional support
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 Build infrastructure to support annual in-service     
workshops and continuing education for teachers.
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PLANT CAMP Goals 
 Provide in-depth training 
on topic of invasive plants 
(4.5 days).

 Develop enthusiasm for p
subject among teachers so 
they will pass it along to their 
studentsstudents.

 Gain greater appreciation 
(& acceptance) of plant(& acceptance) of plant 
management methods.
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Welcome Session
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Day 1 — Upland Plants
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Day 2 — Why Manage Invasive Plants?
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Day 3 — Aquatic Plants and Water Quality
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Day 3  ~ Invasive Plant Video Festival

For teachers and students...
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Day 4 — Curricula Development
Game Show  ~ “Manage This!”

12 Citizen Role Cards and a WILD CARD...
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Game Show ~ “Manage This!”Game Show  Manage This!

Critter Cards
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Day 4 — Curricula Development

“Manage This!” in 
actionaction...
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Game Show… “Manage This!”
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Day 4 — Graduationy
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Teacher Comments

 “Now I understand how important it is to stay ahead of invasive plants.”

Teacher Comments

 “Thanks for getting us out in the real thing.”

 “Hands-on activities on boats were a real eye opening experience.” Hands on activities on boats were a real eye opening experience.

“This has given me a deeper insight into the seriousness of the issue.”

 “H l f l t th t l i i f ifi i ” “Helpful to see the actual invasions of specific species.”

 “The number of invasive plants was amazing!”
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GREEN JOBS !GREEN JOBS !
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This would not be possible without the 
long-term support of… 

the FWC / Invasive Plant 
Management SectionManagement Section
(formerly the DEP/Bureau of 
Invasive Plant Management)
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If   b  f 
UF/IFAS Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants

If we can be of service…

7922 NW 71st Street
Gainesville, FL 32653

CAIP-education@ufl.edu
352 392 1799352.392.1799

http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu
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