
Revised Minutes - NC EPPC Board Meeting – UNC Botanical Garden, Raleigh, NC. 
January 4, 2010 

 
Board Members Present: 

Scott Epps, Margaret Fields, Bridget Lassiter, Rob Richardson, Rick Iverson, Johnny Randall, Rob Emens, and Charles 
Yelton. 

 
Meeting Called to Order @9:00 AM. 
 
New and Old Business 
Treasurers Report:  Rob Emens will be sending a treasurers report to the SE EPPC for tax purposes.  A form will also be 

returned to the IRS since we are viewed as a taxable organization.   

Business Savings and Non-Profit Checking acct: $4,600 (but expenses from the annual meeting had not been 
rectified at this time). 
 

Invasive Species News Release:  Rick helped to prepare and distribute a news release about National Invasive Species 
Week.  (WRAL TV had already e-mailed Rick to obtain more information at the time of this meeting.  A TV station in 
Asheville later contacted Rick, and he traveled there to do a short video segment for the TV Station.)  The board 
members discussed talking points so that they would be ready for media questions.  These included “What invasive 
species have displaced native species in NC? (i.e. Piedmont wild violet-microstegium, Chinese privet – spice/button bush 
and elderberry).  Invasives also displace native wildlife habitat, disrupt rights of ways, and food for birds.  Some good 
resources include “Bringing Nature Home” by Doug Tallamy and videos on YouTube that have been posted by Stephan 
Bloodworth. 
 
Officer Position Descriptions:  Rick has requested that all officers and board members submit a short paragraph to him 
about their officer positions detailing responsibilities and tasks.  Due by the middle of February, and can send via-email. 
 
Green N Growin’ Show:  Staffing schedule for the show included Rick and Scott on January 15th.  Rob E. was also 
interested in attending the show, and volunteered to bring a box of plant tags to give away.  Bridget gave the new poster 
about NC EPPC to Rick for transport to the show, and Johnny gave Rick the box of stickers and t-shirts to take to the 
show.   
 
NCNLA (NC Nursery and Landscape Association):  The voluntary code of conduct was viewed for the nursery industry 
during the meeting.  Rick and Scott volunteered to write a letter to members of the NCNLA association to remind them 
about the voluntary codes of conduct. Scott also reported that Ross Williams has been elected the new director to the 
landscape industry, but has not been able to follow up about his involvement as a representative with our group.   
 
2010 Annual Meeting Feedback:   – Charles provided detailed responses and summaries of our online survey.  27 people 
had responded at the time of this meeting.  Most thought that the meeting PowerPoint’s were useful, and some wanted 
more information about pesticide adjuvants and stickers at the next meeting, as well as “how noxious weeds are 
defined”.  Board members discussed and agreed that we had a wide range of talks (from scientific to applied) and that 
we will continue to seek speakers to fill this range for future meetings.    75% of the members suggested meeting in 
alternate parts of the state, but many said that they wouldn’t attend if it was not held in the Triangle.  Rick suggested 
planning a workshop about weed risk assessment, and could contact Doria Gordon from FLEPPC.  It was also 
recommended that we have more frequent communication with the membership, including information about 
publications.   
 
It was also noted that not many people know about EPPC, so we might want to participate in the Haw River and Eno 
Festivals to vie hands-on demos.  It was also mentioned that there were no conservation displays at the meeting, so next 
year we need to target The Nature Conservancy, The Triangle Land Conservation, Soil and Water and DOT.  In an effort 
to communicate better with the membership, it was suggested that we sent out a monthly e-mail with noteworthy 
mentions of publications and activities relevant to Exotic Plant activities.  Chuck Bergeron can also post items to our 



website (which needs a tab added for the annual meeting information).  Margaret volunteered to do some of the 
membership communication.  Johnny also volunteered to write up a summary of the annual meeting and submit it to 
the SE EPPC.     
 
A spreadsheet is needed with the official membership list so that Rob E can submit names for the Wildland Weeds 
Publication.  Johnny also mentioned that he needed to submit the credit card information to pay for memberships 
submitted via the annual meeting.  Discussion about the next annual meeting resulted in an agreement among the 
board members that the annual meeting in conjunction with NCSU should be done every other year.   
 
A motion was made and passed to partner with the NCVMA group for the 2011 annual meeting.  Rob R. and Rick are 
both board members in this group, and will work out details with that group.  It is probably going to occur the first or 
second week of December at the Sheraton in Raleigh.  The registration form will need to indicate which group the 
registrant would like to be a member of. 
 
New Invasive Weed Addition: Based upon talks at the SC Aquatic Weed Meetings, Rick would like to list Yellow Floating 
Heart on the State Invasive Weed list.  This plant has been found in SC, but not in NC (that we know of).   
 
EDRR Plan:  Reviewed the current plan, and brainstormed about additions for the EDRR activities for 2010.  A suggested 
addition is Dr. Alexander Krings who works at the NCSU herbarium and can help to identify new plant species.  Any 
suggestions for others who need to be included can be sent to Rick.  The next step in this plan is to do some training 
workshops. 
 
Etc:   

¶ It was suggested that we provide a monetary sponsorship to the NC DOT in order to print the invasive weed ID 
manual that Cherri Smith wrote.  This could be a discussion at the next board meeting. 

¶  A motion was made and passed to keep Johnny in the position as Liaison between NC EPPC and SE EPPC. 

¶ Bridget and Margaret need to work together to post the minutes of past board meetings to the website, and all 
future minutes will also be posted. 

¶ The Scholarship application was approved, and will be distributed by Bridget via e-mail to the appropriate 
persons. 

¶ The meeting PowerPoint presentations need to be posted to the website (with permission from the authors). 
 
The next board meeting will be held at 4pm on Monday March 15th at 9:30 am at the Botanical Garden in Chapel Hill. 
 
Meeting Adjourned @ 11:35 
Minutes Prepared by Bridget Lassiter 


